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BY THE YEAR 3500 
SOLAR-POWERED SPACE 
CRAFT HAD BIAZED A\AN AC ROSS 
THE GAIAXY. EACH PASSING 
STAR WAS AN ENERGY SOURCE, 

CHARGING SOLAR PANELS THAT FED 
UNBEUEVABIY POWÉRPUl ENGINES. 

THUS WAS THE MILKY WAY EXPLORED 
UN7II ONIY THE GALAXIES BFYOND 
REMAINED A MYSTERY. MAN WAS 
TOO BUSY FORMING THE GAIACTIC 
COMMONWEALTH TO TAKE UP THIS NEW 
CHALLENGE, SOUNMANNED PROBES WERE SENT 
OUTSIDE THE GALAXY. THESE REPORTED THE 
EXISTENCE OF STRANGE, ALIEN CULTURES, AND 
ARMED FORTS WERE BUILT AROUND THE GAIACTIC 
PERIMETER IN CASE OF NEED. 

BUT. WHEN THESE FORTS WERE EVENTUALIY 
ATTACKED THEY PROVED USELESS AGAINST THE 
MIGHT OF THE ALIENS. WHO AT ALL COSTS HAD TO 
BE PREVENTED FROM ACTIVATING THEIR SLEEPING LEGION. 




THE ATTACK BY UNKNOWN ALIENS ON SPACE fORT 7 WAS DEVA5TATING 







THEY'RE RIPPING U5 APART 


THEIR DEFLECTOR SHIELDS 
T ARE TOO POWERFUl. T 










FORT COURAGEOU5 15 UNDER 
ATTACK. CRANE TAKE A SQUADRON 
OFWARPSTRIKERS AND 
INVES7IGATE. 




l’UTAKE UMGOASWELl. 
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UNGO WAS AN UNMANNED 
GAIACTIC OB5ERVER. THE ^ 
ROBOT HAD PROBED OUTSID€r ; 
THE GALAXY AND 
UNDERSTOODTHE UFEFORMS' 
THAT IIVED THERE fcSM 
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THE WARPSTRI&ERS DECELERATED INTO A HAIL OF ALIEN FIRE 


WE CAN’T HIT THEM 


FAIL BACK ... KEEP OUT OF RANGE 
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WE VE ONLY ONE CMANCE TO BEAT THIS 
’ LOT .. . AND THAT'S A PERSONAE VISIT. * 


l'VE PUT ATOWBEAM ON 
THE AllEN CRAFT... WEGC 
WHERE IT GOES. CAN YOU 
BEAM US ABOARD, UMGO? 





THÉ HIGH INTES4SITYCOMVERTOR ALTERED THE ARRANGEMENT O 
TRANSPGRTED THEM OVER SHORT DlSTANCES IN PERFECT SAFE7Y 


■ SUIT UP. CRANfc. THE MATTER L 
CONVERTOR HA5 BEEN ACTIVATED 















FROM AN SNTRY PORT APPEARED A HIDEOUS ALIEN 





Vj PROBE THE MEMORY BANKS .. TV 
r WEVE GOT TO fIND OUT WHO THIS 
^T_^^^AND WHY THEV'RE TRYING 


NEGATIVE ... THIS COMPUTER 
• wiunotrespond.it 
CLOSES DOWN EACH CIRCUIT 
—7^ AS I TRY TO PROBE BTO 


CRANE ... WE ARE 
BEING MONITORED 










THE COMPUTER IS DESTROYING 
ITSEIF BECAUSE OF ME ... SIR, 
AND NOW WE ARE ABOUT TO BE 
-1 DESTROYED. I- 


UNLESS I DESTROYIT FIRST 


«v 











THAT IOOKS IIKE AN AUTOOESTRUCT 
WARNING ... BEAM US OUT UMGO.' 
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THE ALIEN CRAFT E XPlQOED, DESTROYING EVERYTHING A BOARD 


A VERY HIGHtY ADVANCED PEOPIE... I HAVE NEVER 
SECN SUCH A SOPHISTICATED AUTOOESTRUCT SYSTEM 


WE DON'T KNOW A THING 
ABOUT THAT SPACECRAFT. 


EXCEPT THAT WE ARE VULNERABlE 
■ TO THEIR WEAPON SYSTEM. MY I 
PROBING TRIGGERED AN mM 

AUTOOESTRUCT. nflsü&S 




f UMGO - EVEN TMEY MUST HAVE 1 
HIGHT RECORDERS . .. SCAN THAT 
WRECKAGE FOR DEBRIS THAT IS STILL 
INTACT ... THE BLACK BOX FLIGHT 
\R£CORDER MUST BE ALMOST IN- / 
-T DESTRUCTABLE. , 









THE ALIEN5 ARE FROM THE PIANET IARGOS. IN 
SECTOR 27 ... TRB. THE OESTROYED CRAFT 
WAS PART OF A IARG WAR FIEET. THEIR POWER 
SOURCE 15 NEUTRINOS... OUR SUN IS THEIR 


THE OBJECT WAS THE 
BLACK BOX ", AND 
ARK ROYAL'S COMPUTER 
ANALYSED THE STORED 
INFORMATION, ’r* 


Jjf THE AUTORETRIEVEWIU PICK IT UP. fc 
UMGO. PIOT A COURSE FOR ARK ROYAL 


















EVÉRY WARPSTRIKER ABOARD WAS SENT AGAINST THE LARG 


WE KNOW THE LARG REET 
; ISSOMEWHERE HERE. WE - 

must find a way to stop 

THEM. CRANE, THAT ISYOUR 
-M TASK. 


r AS NEGOTIATIONS ARE OUT, 
I SUPPOSE I'IL HAVE TO FIND 
-rTAWAY.rr— 1 


-J THE BLACK BOX INDICATED THAT WAS L 
THE ORIGIN OF THE WARCRAFT'S JOURNEY 
























LEADER TO STRIKE FORCE. 
TURN BACK ... REPEAT .. 
TURN BACK ... WE MAVE 
VBEEN LED INTO A TRAP. I 
TSHAUTRY TO REGAIN 1 
—control mmd 






iiÉ§ 


THE WARPSTRIKER5TURNED SAFELY AS CRANE WAS SUCKEDINTO AN UNKNOWN VOID 


W l’VE REGAINED CONTROL! E 
BUT WHERfc IN JUPITER ARE WE? 


I AM COMPUTING AN ANSWER 


WE ARE IN AN AREA OF PURE ENERGY, 
SIMILAR TO A BLACK HOLE. THIS IS THE 
BROKEN ARM OF A SPIRAl GAIAXY AND 
WE HAVE BEEN SUCKED INSIDE. KI 
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VVHAT'S THAT! 


IT WOULD APPEAR TO BE MANUFACTURED 
I THINK WE SHOUID INVESTIGATE. M 





ARE THEY DEAD? 


> NO! THEY AWAIT IIFE-GIVING ■ 
NEUTRINOS—THESE CONTAINERS 
ARE MEREIY CRYOGENIC UNITS. 
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CRANE'S INSTRUMENTS ■ 
WERE US€IESS INSlDE THE 
BIACK INTERIOR OP THE | 
GIANTBIRD. 


AS THE Y ENTERED. GREAT JAWS SWALIQWED THECBAFT 


'WHAT S HAPPENING? SWITCH 
—7 TO AUXILIARY POWER_J/2 


IT IOOKS UKE AGRAV6YARD 





WE CAN RECYCLE IT—WOW THE 
>“T RESERVE FUEl TANKS T~ 


THI5CRAFT 15 A RECYCLING 
MACHINE—UNIESS WE CAN 
—I GET OUT. WE WILl BEJ— 
L —1 RECYCLED. W - 















■ ALTITUDE TRAJECTORY TOO tOW. ■ 
ESSENTIAl YOU OECREASE DIVE ANGIE 


EASIER 5AID THAN DONE! 


THE CRAFT GRAOUALLY lEVEllFD OUT~^ — 

A$ IT HURTLED PAST THE STARTIED ANIMAl UpE OF THE STRANGE PLANET 






32_ 

IUSING AU HIS SKIIL CRANE PUT THE CRAFT DOWN 


WHERE ARE WE UMGO? 


LARGOS. I FEAR IT 
HAS LOST ITS SUN. 


I RADIUM FIARES. THEY UGHT AND HEAT THE PIANET. ■ 
I COMPUTE THE REAL SUN WAS LEFT BEHIhJD W HEN THE 
H GALACTIC SPIRAL ARM BROKE AWAY: MP 


' SO THAT'S WHY THE LARGS ARE *' 
DESPERATE FOR NEUTRINOS! THEY 

annr have no powerito^ 








USING A STANDARD GAIACTIC TRANSIATOR PACK, THE LARG SPQKE 


AKZYO ... PW ... TRA ... DROP 
—T YOUR BLASTER OR DIE! 1 — 


f 









CRANE WAS TAKEN TO AN AREA WiTH REPRESENTATIES OF OTHER RACES 
















STANDARD CONTROLS 
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ALl ATTEMPTED È5CAFÉRS ARE 
T EXECUTED INSTANUY.ma 











40 



J\? I KEEPClOSE TO rt 
JHE5E LEGS, THEOTHER 
fTOWERS CAN'T RISK 1 
- 7 FRING.liaHH 


IT SNOT LOOKING 


THEY'VE 5TOPPED 






DRIVE... OR l'U BREAK YOUR NECK 





THE TOWER lOOK 
CRANE OVER THE 
ElFCTRON FENCE.i 


CRANE WAS PURSUED THROUGH STRANGE SEMIFROZEN V/ASTES 


WE ARE GAINING! 


I'VE GOT TO STOP 
THEMSOMEHOW! 
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3E 






DIE, EARTHSCUM! 


CRANE THPEW HISMEIF OUT AS THE TOWER DISINTEGRATED 





























THIS IS AN AUTOMATIC PLANT. IT 
REPROCESSES SCRAP INTO 
COMPLETE MACHINES. 


/Ft **■ 
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THIS MECH-COPIER will produce A L 

BLUEPRINT OF THE UNDAMAGED STRIKER. I 
WE FEED THE BLUEPRINT INTO THE 
PROCESSOR AND THE RE-CYCLING PLANT 
SHOULD DO THE REST. THAT IS IF THE 
WARPSTRIKER PLANS STILIEXIST IN MY 
-1 DEPLETED CIRCUITS. I- 
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PRODUCTION IS ON TIME. 
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IT IS FINISHED. CRANE. THE DRIVE HAS BEEN ADAPTED FOR 
NEUTRINO FUEl AND THEREFORE HAS A LIMITED RANGE.,f 


ON FUll POWER THE CRAFT HEADED FOR SAFETY 


WE*VE GOT TO GET THROUGH THIS 
--r WARP. 7-—-- 










— ^y-SCLUjCHÊS 


SitPPED f«0* 


THRÜS1 


bütwith 


/ SHE'S ON FUll BURN. BUT WE'RE i 
STANDIN G STIH. THE REACTOR WIU 
T OVERLOAO SOON. 
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THE LARG ARE DESPERATE FOR OUR 
NEUTRINOS. IF WE CAN'T STOP 
> THEM. THEY'll REVIVE THEIR 
SIEEPING IEGION THEN irS THE END 


IT'S UP TO ARK ROYAL TO 
STOP ThEM—SOMEHOW. 


SET A COURSE FOR IARGOS 
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54 



THE MIGHTY CARRIER ENTEREO THE SPACE WHIRLPOOL 
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WE'RE ONIY 50% OPERATIONAL 
* HOW CAN WE STOP THE IARG? 







' JUPE! OUR EXHAUST NEüTRINOSl 
HAVE REVIVED THE WARRIORS, AND 
WEONtY HAVE POWER TO LAUNCH 
’ ONE STRIKER. 


MY STORE OF ENERGY IS SUFFICIËNT 
“ITO tA'JNCH ANOTHFR STRIKE. r~ 









_1 SUÏCIDE! IT'SGONE AtREADY. £2 
OUR LASERS CAN'T PENETRATE THEIR 
»-- z ~ ~r m r i ■ 


MAY I OFFER A SOLUTION TO YOUR 
PROBIEM. COULDN'T WE BUI LD 
ENIARGED COFIES OF THE WASTE 
m DISPENSER UNITS USING THE S> 
Smh mecho copier? mmr 




UMGO YOU OLD TIN CAN 
ÏT7 ITMIGHT JUSTWORK. 





A WASTE DISPENSER WAS A 
DEVICE THAT ATOMISED THE 
RUBBI5H ON BOARD 
SPACECRAFT ANDEJECTED 
THE DUST INTO SPACE. 


SIZE INCREASED L (X — Y) TIMES 
1 SYSTEM NEARS COMPIETION. 


WE MUST NOW PLACE THESE ROUND 
[ARK ROYAl. SENSORS REPORT THE } 
fjr-1 IARG GROUND FORCE IS Jgm 
tW ADVANCING 
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/STEADY NOW. 1 
. AWAITMY ORDER 


ACTIVATE! 
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m WE'LL PLACE DISPENSERS FORE AND M 
AFT IN THE LAUNCH AND LANDING PORTS 


■ YOU WIIL NEED ALL fc 
ROUND FIRE COVERAGE 









THE ADAPTED DISPENSERS ATOMISED THE LARG CRAFT 


GWE'VEGOTTO PUIL CL. 
OURSELVES CLEAR OF THIS 
ENERGY GALAXY ON HALF 
»r POWER REMEMBER. Y* 


^LTHAT'STHAT! THE SIEEPING 2- 
'legion will soongo backto 
s ———r SLEEP. 1 -' 




mm 




SHE’S NOT GOING TOMAKE IT! 


■ IWOULD SUGGEST A PROTON BOMB. L 
THE BLAST ASTERN WOUID PUSH US FREE 


THATMIGHTMEAN THE 
TENDOF US AS WEU. T 















OPEN SPACEIPIOT A 


COURSE FOR HOME 


Printod ond Publ^hod in Greot Britoin b/ D. C. THOMSON & CO., ITD., 
185 Fleel Street, london EC4A2HS. ® D. C. THOMSON & CO.. ITD., 1981. 









DON’T MISS THIS MONTH’S 
• OTHER AGTION-PAGKED 

ADVENTURE 


SALE 

YOUR 


NEWS 

AGENT 






Japan's fint sciance satellite. Shinsei, or Naw Ster, launched on 28 September 1971. It was 
designed to make many observations, including the measurement of the solar electromagnetic 

waves, cosmic rays and plasma in the ionospheie. 
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